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10 December 2021

Good Morming,

My name is Brady Rivera. I am a lifelong resident of Mercer County, hailing originally from the
City of Trenton and currently living in Hamilton Township. I’m here with a group of my
neighbors and my friends from the Latino Action Network and Our Revolution Trenton Mercer.

As a native resident between these two municipalities and as a member of the Hispanic
community, I have seen firsthand the demographics change throughout the years up to present
day. Being bom in Trenton, my family and I were part of the increase of Hispanics in the area,
and since moving to Hamilton in 2006, we also made up the increase of the Hispanic population
in Hamilton. Hispanics have largely been moving into'Trenton and moving on to creating their
own families into neighboring Hamilton, Ewing, and Hightstown.

And as a public health worker in Bamilton, I have firsthand witnessed the increase of Hispanics
in Hamilton as well. Since working with the Hamilton Division of Health, I have been helping
with the COVID-19 vaccinetion effort and translating services for Spanish-speaking residents,
having met many individuals and families along the way. I have noticed that us Hispanics have
had an increased presence in the municipalities, many who moved there from Trenton, and others
who have even decided to reseftle here from New York City, Jersey City, Union City, and other
northern cities. This increase must be reflected in our reprcsentation in the NJ Legislature.

As per the 2020 Census, the Hispanic population has grown Iarger, making up a considerable
plurality of the population. In my 14th Legislative District, Hispanics make up 15.43% of the
district, doubling from 7.8%. In the 15th Legislative District, they make up almost a quarter of
the population at 23.71%, increasing from a comparable 18.1% of the population. Yet despite
making up a great portion of these districts, along with the Black and Asian populations, we -
hardly constitute any of the legislative seats in either district. Looking at the numbers statewide,
Ihspamcs constitute almost 22% of the state, but only about 8% of Legislators.

This disparity is not special to only the Hispanic community - the Black and Asian communities
are disproportionately represented. The Commission must keep the residents of New Jersey in
mind when redrawing our districts lines and give to our residents the political power and
representation that we have a right to. Hispani'cs, Black and Asian representation is vital to the
healthy democracy that New Jersey has maintained, and vital to the engagement of the political

PrOCess.



Good Morning everybody,

It’s good to be back in front of you and even better to voicé my concerns and dexﬂands in person,
My name is Victor Miguel Rivera, I'm 19 years old from Hamilton and I'm a community
organizer for the Latino Action Network and Co-chair of the communications committee for Our
Revolution Trenton Mercer,

I'm here today advocating for Latino representation in the legislative maps and more specifically
in district 14, the second fastest growing hispanic district in the state with a 98% increase in tl‘lg
proportion of latinos . Latinos continue to be disproportionately affected by New Jersey’s lack of
affordablé housing, trai)ped in segregated school ciistricts, slyrocketing drug prices and lack of
access to everyday basicl civil rights.

Fair representation matters in New Jersey. because too oftet,n are decisions, like the rcd{stricting
effort before us, made without a singls Latino at the table. Why do you think only 40% of the
population turned out to vote in the gubernatorial elections this year? When we consistently
show individuals that their vote doesn't matter, they fail to cast their ballot and ultimately lose
access to critical funding, social programs, and most importantly the right to be heard and
represented in a democracy.

Despite us representing 21.6%, of the population Latino representation lags in top political B
appointments in New Jersey. And before everyone here today, 1 present my testimony to a

commission composed of zero Latinos, in a state where I'm represented by a legislature
composed of only 8% Latinos.
However, there is now an opportunity for NJ to put forward a fair and accurate redistricting

effort that can respect the power of the Latino vote, This is especially important for a new

generation of Latinx voters with Latinx youth comprising 21.8% of NJ's school-age



- children.

Despite the clear imbalance of economic prosperity and political representation betwéen |
Latinos & whites in my home town, the redistricting process provides the opportunity to
build a more equitable, inclusive and fairer New Jersey, one in which Latinos have
appropriate representation at the state and federal levels. To be clear, I'm advocating for
appropriate legislative districts. These districts must respect our comtnunities of interest and
ensure that our communities are neither “packed” nor “cracked,” so that our influence is not
c'liluted. The 2020 census confirmed what we have known for years; the future of New
Jersey is Latino and it’s time we received fair representation because Latinos are wide

awake in the fight for fair representation in the garden state.



Hi, my name is Joe Marchica, iI'm from Hamilion, and | co-chair Qur Revelution Trenton Mercer. We're a
grassroots group within a national network pushing for progressive policy, candidates, and change at all
levels of government. I'm also here in solidarity with our allies, the Latino Action Network and the Fair
Dlstricts Project.

I'm here to ask you to help fix New ‘Jersey’s broken democracy. Our represantatives are all but pre-
selected by our primary election ballot format and by gerrymandered districts. The latter minimizes the
number of competitive districts, setting the expectation that our legislative elections will be non-
competitive. :

Now, demographic changes over the past 10 years made for some surprises back on Nov 2nd. Even so,
only 4 districts saw the incumbent party lose a seat: 2, 3, 8, 16, Add in three others that were closer than
expected (11, 21, and 38}, and we’re up to 7. But this a DECADE since dastrlcts were drawn. It took THAT
LONG to get only seven competitive elections, out of 40 districts.*

This is not a healthy democracy, With so few competitive elections, people feel their vote doesn't
matter. So they don’t vote. To engage New Jerseyans in their government and elections, we must SHOW
them their vote matters- not just tell them how important it is. Otherwise, cur words ring hollow.

An example: LD16 was widely expected to be com petifive this year, and both parties aggressively tried

to turn out voters. Turnout in the LD16 Senate race was yp 23% this year vs. 2017. Compare that to the
governor’s race statewide, where turnout increased by only 19%. That 4% increase, apphed statewide,

would mean almost 90 THOUSAND more people voting.

Let’s compare that to 'the largest upset In the state: LD3. There, we saw about a 20% increase in turnout.
It Instead, LD3 had matched LD16's 23% turnout increase, that’s 1500 more voters. Had the outgoing
Senate President’s district been perceived as mare competitive, and had his campaigri emphasized
turnout like Sen. Elect Zwicker in LD16, perhaps he’d have stood a better chance to hold his seat,

Furthermore- our Governor won more votes In LD3 this year than he did in 2017, But LD3's incumbent
Senator LOST votes compared to 2017. So the narrative blaming our Governor and progressives for
others’ losses doesn’t seem accurate. More likely, lackluster Democratic vater turnout is to blame, due
to a perceived non-competitive district and lack of voter engagement/enthusiasm, | urge South lersey
Democrats to take note: Emphasize engaging with voters to improve aur democracy, and Issues that
clearly support blue collar, working-class people, and you may se¢ more success,

Back on topic: We MUST stop drawing virtually every district to be non-competitive. This cuts voters out
of our demacracy- especially when combined with New Jersey's unique, intentionally undemocratic
Primary Election Ballots. This means stagnation, and protects the systemic racism entrenched inour
state government and history.

New Jersey county party leadership is disproportionately old, white, and male. So when Party
Committee Chairs pick candidates, they tend to pick people who look like them, and grant these
candidates preferential ballot placement on The County Line. This rigs the primary election in their
favor- no incumbent state rep has lost a primary election while on The Line in 12 years.

When districts are drawn to be non-competitive, these disproportionately white and male candidates
win the general election. So not only do peopie’s votes end up not mattering in either election, but our



legislature doesn’t represent the diversity of our state. Is it any wonder New Jerseyans are disengaged,
when we're repeatedly shown our votes don’t matter?

Some demographics on our legislature, compared to the latest census data:

30.8% of NJ legislators are women- that’s much less than half, We're only 27% nationally, behind
MT, WI, and OH.

Half the leglslature is over 59 years old, and a whopping 92% are over 40. Millennials are grossly
underrepresented- People between 25 and 40 years old deserve FAR more than 9
representatives out of 120.

73.3% of the legislature is white, versus 54.6% of NJ residents

In comparison, 2.5% of the legislature is Asian American, Versus about 10% of NJ residents.

And 7.5% of the legislature is Hispanic or Latino, versus 21.6% of NJ.

This lack of diversity results directly from our unhealthy democracy. That is what lets mostly white, male
County Party Chairs, predetermine election outcomes to favor people who lock like me in 30 years, at
the expense of everyone else- especizally people of color. New Jersey’'s legacy is rife wsth systemn:
racism, and it’s long past time to take decisive action to fix this.

In closing, [ urge you to do two things: . .

1) Draw fair, competitive districts that where voters are able to decide who their representatives

are. This Is necessary for a healthy democracy

2) Draw districts that enhance, rather than diminish, the volces of people of color, women, and

young people. Given our state’s history of systemic racism, communities of color fn particular
MUST have their voices heard.

That's all I've got- thank you.

Joe Marchica

Co-Chair, Our Revolution Trenton Meicer

" bit.ly/ORTMercer

!1considered Senate races withing 8 percentage points, or races where the incumbent party loses a
seat, to be competitive elections.



Fenner, Pamela

.
From: Siddharth.Satish <
Sent: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 9:02 AM
To: o Fenner, Pamela
Subject: Re: TCNJ hearing 12/10 -- apportionment commission

Good Morning,
Thank you for your email. This is my testimony:
Reapportionment Testimony - Siddharth Satish

Good Morning members of the NJ Appartionment commission, Chairman Jones, Chalrman Balras. My name
is Siddharth Satish and I am a 17 year old senior at West Windsor Plainsboro High School North in West
Windsor, an aspiring lawyer and currently the President of the NAACP West Windsor Plainsboro Youth
Coundl. Asa lifelong New Jersey and West Windsor resident, I am here to talk to you about the
reapportionment as it relates to my community, .

My community is largely made of people of color, including Asian Americans, Afncan Amerlcans, and those of -
Hispanic descent. My community is in the Raritan Valléy area and in legislative district 15 and 12th
congressional district. It is bordered by Plainsboro, and Monmouth and Middlesex counties. In my communlty
you have wonderful parks like the Mercer County Park and the Woo-Ri mart shopping complex. Our '
community’s strength is in its diversity and inclusion, being @ member of the - 25 charter members the NAACP
chapter here has allowed me to further unite a lot of people of color within the community. Nevertheless, as a
community of majority people of color we have experienced the lack of inclusivity of colored history in our
schaol curriculums, where the history of our ancestors and those of our allied communities are never explored
or discussed. We hope to see this change. My community is a lot like our neighboring township of Plainsboro
but unlike areas like Mount Laurel or Voorhees. To sum this all up, the West Windsor area is a tight-knit
community with deep roots in the area, and we hope to be well represented in the new mapsl

As’ the name of our Youth Councn suggests “West Windsor-Plainsboro”, and the names of our two high
schools- West Windsor Plainsboro North and West Windsor Plainsboro South, West Windsor and Plainsboro
are one community of interest. Both high schools are In a comprehensive high achieving regional public
school district in New Jersey, United States, serving students in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade from
West Windsor Township (in Mercer County) and Plainsboro Township {in Middlesex County). There are 10
schools within our school district that resndents of both townsh|ps can attend.

However, desplte this fact, the current NI map has West Windsor but within two state legislative
dlstrtcts West Windsor belng in legislative district 15, and legislative district 14 for Plainsboro.

[ thank the Commlttee for listening to me today and ask of you the folfowing:

1. that you consider keeping my West Windsor together, and adding Plalnsboro, without in any
way diluting minority voting power or otherwise violating the law or fair redistricting principles,
and maintaining racial equity.

2. Currently, four out of the five meetings that were scheduled were on weekdays during work
hours (including today!) — times when it is extrémely difficult for most people to participate.
Most people are working and/or attending school. The Commission should schedule additional
meetings on nights and weekends when people may more easily partmnpate I personally
had - to obtain an excused absence to be present here today.

ox



A deserved thank you goes to the NJ Institute of Social Justice who assisted the NJSC Naacp Youth Works’
Committee in preparing my testimony and those of the NAACP students that have previously testified before ,
you and the redistricting committee. My testimony and that of my peer from Trenton Youth Council is part of -
our NJ NAACP Youth and College Convention.Our job is to help educate youth about redistricting and.
- reapportionment.” Today, we are having our 3rd virtual watch party on Zoom for out members to watch us
. and others testify. The theme for our convention is “"Change is up to Us”, I am excited to be a registered
voter next year and hope that my testimony today will help change the landscape of the state districts for
the better of all of NJ residents, I. Again, thank you, for listening to my testimony today. A copy of this -
testimony will be provided to the commission. . :

Best,
Siddharth Satish (theyjthem)

T4
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Dear NJ Reapportionment Commission,
I have submitted previously some possible maps involving NE NJ Legislative districts.

.In using districtr.org, a website that facilitates drawing mock legislative districts, | have come to
realize that Hudsen County will be a tricky area to redraw districts, Since Jersey Clty can only
be divided into two districts, it is ,unfortunately, unfeasible to keep LD33 as It historically was
from at least 1980 to 2010. To keep the population balanced, a tiny sliver of Jersey Clty was
entarged or narrowed to maintain population balance during that period in LD33 while LD 32
and LD 31 covered the rest of Jersey City,

It appears that Jersey City saw larger than average growth, in particular in Ward E according to
2020 Census numbers. LD 31 as it currently stands, is way too big population wise. It has to be
shrunk. LD 33 can't grow anymore as its too big as it stands. LD 32 s also somewhat oversized
as well. Realizing this, | had to get creative,

In my Nav 16, 2021 written testimony, | sald that Northern Hudson County should be in one
district. So | created a district stretching from Secaucus, Northern Jersey City, Hoboken, and
Waehawken. | then created another district. This district keeps Northern Hudson County in one
district. It encompases Union City, West New York, North Bergen,Guttenberg, Falrview,
Edgewater, and Ridgefield for a population total of 235823. As you can see, [ had to shift things
north as a result of the growth spurt Jersey City experienced.

Kearny, Harrison, and East Newark would be joined with LD 36 through Southém Bergen
County.

LD 31 would remain Bayonne and Southern Jersey Clty , though, a bit modified in Jersey City to
keep a population balance.

I would have preferred to include Weehawken with my Northern Hudson County district, but
population constraints won't et me. If the commission can find a way to include Weehawken,
Kudos to you all.

| hope my contributions can be of help to the commision as they embark on the task of
redrawing the state's legislative districts.

Thanks,

Arthur S Amidano Jr



".@ Phone: 609-393.7163

New Jersey 168 West State Street, Trenton New Jersey 08608 Fax: 609-393-7072
Farm Bureau Email:  mail@nifb.org

Because Agriculture Matters!

Website: www,nifb.org

REMARKS TO NJ APPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE

BY PETER FUREY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
DECEMBER 10, 2021

AGRICULTURE IN NEW JERSEY: AN UPDATE

TALKING POINTS:

FARMLAND DATA AND PRODUCTION VALUE IS WELL-DOCUMENTED (U.S. AG
CENSUS, NASS), |

NEW JERSEY IS NEARLY 50% UNDEVELOPED — FARMLAND, SOUTH JERSEY
PINELANDS, FOREST LAND, PUBLIC LANDS, ENVIRON. REGULATED LANDS
(FARMLAND=750,000 ACRES).

2/3 OF NEW JERSEY POPULATION RESIDE IN 1/2 LAND AREA. (NEW JERSEY'S
POPULATION DENSITY IS NOT UNIFORM BUT HIGHLY CONCENTRATED).

2020 PRODUCTION VALUE OF CROPS AND LIVESTOCK: $1.26B (EXPANDING
ANNUALLY; NOTE HIGH VALUE CROPS).

PRESERVED FARMLAND: 241,600 ACRES ON 2,729 FARMS ({81.8B INVESTED SINCE
1983; AG GETS 31% SHARE OF DEDICATED OPEN SPACE FUNDS).

PLATFORM FOR OUTDOOR WEEKEND EXPERIENCES (RETAIL FARM MARKETS,
WINERIES, AGRI-TAINMENT). |

PLENTY OF WATER FOR IRRIGATION NOW AND FUTURE: CLIMATE IMPACTS,

FEDERAL DEFINITION OF "RURAL" NEW JERSEY BY USDA 1S CONFUSING; NEED
OUR OWN STATE DEFINITION?

WELL-POSITIONED FOR THE FUTURE IF ... SOLVE VIABILITY CHALLENGES
(PROFITABILITY, RTF/NUISANCE, LABOR, WILDLIFE).

#



Dear Members of the Redistricting Committee:
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding Legislative Redistricting in New Jersey.

| am writing you as a recent candidate in a district that is politically lopsided to advocate for fairer maps
on the basis that representation can suffer when the people don't have fair races and qualified,
competitive candidates from whom to choase on their ballots. -

While it is true that voters of a particular affiliation are often geographically congregated and the task of
drawing fair, consolidated districts becomes difficult accordingly, | am hopeful that the final district
maps you approve will reflect a best-case effort to resolve differences and create fair districts for
healthy competition. Attached please find one example of a potential map that might be fairer for North
Jersey than the district maps we have now.

Voters should be able to expect representation, accessibility, district advocacy and accountability from
their representatives. During election campaigns, they should have the opportunity to hear the
incumbents and the challengers speak, to hear an exchange of views in debate, and to make up their
minds about who better represents their views and their needs from a place of gathered knowledge.
They should have representatives who realize that their likelihood to keep their seats is directly tied to
their willingness to do the work of the elected role. This is not what we have in District 26. | ran for
office in my district in 2021, and my opponent was so unconcerned by the challenge and disinclined to
participate in his own district race in 2021 that he focused his political activities in other areas and on
advancing his own personal political ambitions, refusing to debate or engage. Sadly, there were also no
Election Day consequences for this. He won the seat back, as the district was drawn to prearrange. Thus,
the open issues in the district that need state attention will continue to go unresolved as they have.
There can be real and financial consequences to static representation.

In districts in which such conditions are the case, over time, it becomes difficult for one party or the
other to solicit qualified candidates to run at all, which affects the quality of prospective representation.
When a contest is discounted in advance by incumbents and the media because a district leans too far in
one political direction, the challengers and their teams must generate all the more funding to educate
voters. That isn’t easy, and makes political candidacy inaccessible for many New lersey residents. -

| appreciate the enormity of the task of redrawing districts, and the parameters that make it difficult. |
understand that the inability to split towns, the inclination to keep associated towns together and draw
concise districts, the concerns over equity in district composition, and for those to whom it matters the
continuity of representation all matter. | understand those priorities are often in conflict with one
another. | appreciate that it is nearly impossible to 'make everyone happy' with the results.

However you end up drawing the district lines, please ensure that New Jersey voters have a fairer
chance to decide whether they should keep or replace their representatives, themselves.

Thank you.
Kind regards,

Christine Clarke
Former State Senate candidate, New Jersey District 26
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Kenneth F, Cerullo, Esq.

Mahwah, NJ 07430
December 10, 2021
Dear Membei‘s of the New J ersey Redistricting and Apportionment Commissions:

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to address the commissions with this
written testimony. I am a concerned citizen interested in government reform in the
hope of creating a system of government that works better for the citizens of New
Jersey.

Our current system of redistricting and apportionment is embedded in the New
Jersey Constitution and is effectively controlled'by two parties — the Democrats
and Republicans — despite the fact that over a third of New Jersey voters are
registered as Unaffiliated.

It is a fallacy to think a split of seats between the Democrats and Republicans is the
panacea for the redistricting and apportionment process, After all, it is entirely
conceivable that what may be agreed upon by the 2 major parties may not be in the
interest of the general public. For example, the 2 parties could together decide to
create safe districts for each party and disenfranchise many voters favoring
competitive elections. By comparison, some states prohibit the use of political
data to favor or disfavor political parties as part of redistricting criteria while other
states require that district lines be drawn to encourage competitiveness.

Moreover, there is no way to change this redistricting and apportionment process
other than by an amendment to our state constitution which must be proposed by
the legislative branch of New Jersey. In short, the Democrats and Republicans
control the redistricting and apportionment process, and at the same time, are also
the gatekeepers to any proposed change to the system, That does not seem fair to
the people of New Jersey. It is no wonder why this current system is in place and -
will likely never change!



For the above-referenced reasons, we need a limited citizen initiative process in
New Jersey. Citizens should be empowered through a limited form of direct
democracy to propose government reform initiatives directly to the voters of New
Jersey. After all, it is perfectly appropriate and logical for the people to write the
rules of the game in the areas of government reform, and bypass a potentially
conflicted legislative branch. We have many good state representatives doing
good work ~ but that does not take away from the fact that these same
representatives may have a potential conflict of interest when it comes to a
government reform measure that may threaten re-election.

Besides redistricting reform, the limited citizen initiative process may be used for
other government reform efforts that may be supported by the general public, but
not the politicians in control of the system.

That being said, [ am a realist and we must deal with the process we currently have
in place. The following recommendations will help make this system fairer for the
general public and increase transparency:

1. The commission should publicly release preliminary maps in advance of
certification and hold public hearings afterward so that the proposed map is
subject to scrutiny before a final vote,

2. The commission should solicit the input of a broad sampling of non-partisan
experts and researchers to help scientifically identify problematic districting
before any maps go into effect. A North Carolina state court used such
information, in part, to strike down that state’s map. Many experts that have
served as expert witnesses in redistricting cases across the country should
instead be consulted early in the redistricting process to help identify
problems before new maps are approved. Please see Gupta, S. (September
7, 2020) ,“How next-gen computer generated maps detect partisan
gerrymandering (Researchers are ready to expose hidden biases when
redistricting begins in 2021)”, ScienceNews,
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/gerrymandering-elections-next-gen-
computer-generated-maps




3. The commission should publish a written report justifying all map making
decisions in response to public and expert/researcher input angd scrutiny.

Please note that numbers 1 and 3 are recommendations that were made in previous
testimony by Fair Districts NJ. I also support other recommendations byFair
Districts NJ including making public all materials and communications related to
the process as well as making recordings and transcripts of each meeting available
in a timely manner, I simply propose the addition of scientific scrutiny by the
expert/ research community. Scientific scrutiny provides additional objective
criteria in drawing and evaluating maps besides other objective redistricting
criteria that may not be required, but is good practice such as compactness and
contiguity (required in NI legislative redistricting).

I would like to remind the commissions that each has 2 special obligation to work
in the interest of the general public considering voters cannot directly amend our
current redistricting and apportionment system. The commission should always

work towards full {ransparency and opportunity for meaningful public participation
during the entire process.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Kenneth F. Cerullo, Esq.

Mahwah, NJ 07430



